Providing insight. Fostering oversight.

SACRS

August 16, 2024
RE: SACRS Legislative Proposals 2025

Dear SACRS Board of Directors,

The SACRS Legislative Committee has developed a legislative package for consideration in the
upcoming 2025 legislative session. These proposals reflect the input of SACRS member systems
and are intended to provide technical and administrative clarity to various sections of the
County Employees Retirement Law of 1937 (CERL).

The following proposed amendments to the CERL correct drafting omissions following the
implementation of PEPRA in 2013:

e Three-Year Final Compensation (Government Code Section 31462.05): This amendment
clarifies how the three-year final compensation period is calculated when a member has
less than 36 months of service, consistent with similar sections of law.

e Safety Designation (Government Code Section 31470.14): This amendment clarifies that
service for miscellaneous positions that are converted to safety positions after January 1,
2013, cannot be retroactively enhanced.

We thank the Legislative Committee for reviewing these proposals and engaging in a
collaborative, deliberative process to achieve consensus on issues. These amendments
represent process improvements that will provide administrative efficiencies to retirement
systems and members.

Respectfully,
/s/

David Nelsen and Eric Stern
Co-Chairs, Legislative Committee
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31462.05.

(a) For a member who is subject to the California Public Employees’ Pension Reform
Act of 2013 (Article 4 (commencing with Section 7522) of Chapter 21 of Division 7 of
Title 1) for all or any portion of their membership in the county retirement system, “final
compensation” as defined in Section 7522.32 shall apply. The computation for any
absence shall be based on the pensionable compensation of the position held by the
member at the beginning of the absence.

(b) If a member has less than three years of service, that member’s final compensation
shall be determined by dividing the total pensionable compensation by the number of
months of service credited to the member and multiplying by 12.

31470.14.

(a) Local prosecutors, local public defenders, and local public defender investigators are
eligible.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c) and notwithstanding Sections 31639.7 and
31639.75, past service as a general member shall be converted to safety service if the
past service was rendered in a position that has subsequently been reclassified as a
safety position pursuant to this section before January 1, 2013. On or after January 1,
2013, any enhancement to safety service shall be subject to Section 7522.44. For local
prosecutors, as described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 31469.2,
service in the office of a district attorney and a local child support agency shall be
considered service for the district attorney for purposes of this section.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, within 90 days after this section
becomes operative in the county, or on the first day of the calendar month following his
or her entrance into service, whichever is later, a local prosecutor, local public defender,
or local public defender investigator may file a written election not to become a local
safety member pursuant to this section.



(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, local prosecutors, local public
defenders, and local public defender investigators shall be subject to the benefit formula
contained in Section 31664 or 31664.2, or any other benefit formula applicable to safety
members that does not provide benefits greater than those benefits provided under
Section 31664.2, as designated in the resolution described in subdivision (e). A local
prosecutor, local public defender, or local public defender investigator shall not be
deemed to be a county peace officer, as defined in Section 31469.1, for any purpose
under this chapter.

(e) This section shall not be operative in a county unless and until the board of
supervisors, by resolution adopted by majority vote, makes this section operative in the
county. A resolution to make this section operative in the county shall include all local
prosecutors, local public defenders, and local public defender investigators described in
Section 31469.2.

(f) A provision in a memorandum of understanding that an employer is not obligated to
meet and confer regarding wages, hours, or conditions of employment during the term
of the memorandum shall not be construed to preclude meetings regarding the
provisions of this section between an employer and local prosecutors, local public
defenders, and local public defender investigators prior to the expiration of the term of
the memorandum of understanding.

(g) This section does not apply to any person described in Section 31469.2 who dies
prior to the date this section becomes applicable in the county.



